	
  

	
  

	
  
OBTAINING A CERTIFICATE OF BIBLICAL LITERACY
FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS BIBLE SOCIETY
	
  

To maximize your learning and receive recognition for your extraordinary effort, you
want a Certificate of Biblical Literacy. Here's how to get it:

1. Take each of the three courses in the series as an Extra Mile student
(What Is the Bible? Introducing the Old Testament and Introducing the New Testament)
with a group that has a registered group leader. These should ideally be taken in
order and you should only take one course at a time.
(If your group leader isn’t sure if they’re registered with us, have him or her drop us an email at dsadmin@massbible.org. If they’re not on our list, it’s easy to do, and we’ll get
the person set up.)
2. Do all of the Extra Mile work for each course (described in the Student
Text at the end of each session) so that you earn the Certificate of
Completion. You need to end up with three of these, one for each course.
Note that there are two kinds of certificates for students. Certificates of Participation are
issued by your group leader to informal students who do not do the Extra Mile work.
Certificates of Completion are issued by the Massachusetts Bible Society upon receiving
the Extra Mile work and the Application for a Certificate of Completion (again found at
exploringthebible.org/forms or directly from us at dsadmin@massbible.org). The
Certificate of Completion is what you need for each course. Certificates of Participation
won’t count.
3. Attend one additional educational event. (See below)
4. At some point during the above, you must enroll in the program. The
enrollment form is online at exploringthebible.org/forms or can be requested
from us via e-mail (dsadmin@massbible.org).
5. When you’ve finished items 1-4 above, submit the Application for
Certificate of Biblical Literacy (available online at
exploringthebible.org/forms.)
Once we have approved your application, you will receive your Certificate of
Biblical Literacy. If you are within the state of Massachusetts (or other

nearby area), we will even come to you and present your certificate in
person. In any case, we will encourage your group leader to find an
appropriate venue to honor your achievement. You’ve worked hard-Congratulations!
WHAT COUNTS AS AN EDUCATIONAL EVENT?
In order to qualify for the Certificate of Biblical Literacy you will need to attend some
kind of educational offering on a biblical topic outside of your class and outside of your
own faith tradition (if any). This could be something as brief as a lecture or a workshop,
or something more extensive like a conference or class. In some cases an online class
of this nature may count.
Educational events sponsored by the Massachusetts Bible Society will count for this, but
with participants in Exploring the Bible all over the world, we recognize that it is not
possible for many of you to attend our local functions. Any event that has opportunities
to go in-depth with biblical topics will count. There is a place to describe the event you
wish us to consider on the Application for Certificate of Biblical Literacy.
The purpose of this requirement is to expose you to biblical interpretation
and scholarship beyond the material in these courses and the perspectives of
your particular group. Therefore we are more likely to accept a class or conference
that has opportunities to hear from those outside your own denominational or faith
tradition.
So, for example, let's say you're a Baptist who has taken the courses with a registered
group in your own church. Attending a Baptist conference or a class at a Baptist school
that has only Baptists presenting information will not be acceptable in your
situation. Somewhere in that litany of classes and groups you need to show that you
have left the Baptist (or whatever the tradition) bubble and heard directly from those
with a different perspective. We're not picking on Baptists here--the same holds true
for any denomination or faith tradition. If it's all one perspective from start to finish,
we're going to ask you to find something else.
FEES AND TIMETABLES
After July 1, 2015 there will be an enrollment fee of $150 to obtain the
Certificate of Biblical Literacy. This is a one-time fee, payable at any time during
your study. We are happy to work out a payment plan with you and we do have a
limited number of scholarships available. The first $50 is non-refundable.
As a way to honor our very first class of students, anyone who has at least
one Certificate of Completion dated prior to July 1, 2015 will not be required
to pay the fee, even if the whole program isn’t completed until after that
date. So get that first one under your belt quickly!

You can still do the Extra Mile work and receive Certificates of Completion for each
course without paying the fee. But it will need to be paid before the full Certificate of
Biblical Literacy can be issued.
Once the July 1, 2015 grace period has passed, if you are unsure if you will be able to
complete the work, you might want to take a course before spending the money to
formally enroll. You can send in the enrollment with your Certificate of Biblical Literacy
application at the very end of the process if you want. But if we know about you
earlier, we can include you in the group of other formal students who get notices about
educational events, additional resources, and have access to personalized help along the
way.
GIVE US FEEDBACK
If something isn’t working for you, whether you are having issues with your particular
group, have questions about the process, or have other feedback for us, don’t hesitate
to get in touch. We are here for you and want you to have the best educational
experience possible. No question is dumb, and hearing what the process is like for you
can help us make it better for others.
You can call or text us at 617-969-9404, e-mail at dsadmin@massbible.org, contact us
via Twitter @ExploreBible or through the Exploring the Bible: The Dickinson Series
Facebook page. We look forward to serving you.

